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AVIN G promiſed the 
Publick a Syſtem of 
Politicks, or rather a 
= Plan of Operations, for 
reſcuing theNation from 

the Difficulties and Dangers into 
which the Ingratitude and Perfidy of 
France and Spain have plunged Her, 
[. moſt humbly beg your Patro- 


nage 


(6) 
nage of ſo honeſt and neceſſary a 
Work. I am till untinctured wich 
Party-Prejudices, I am n = 
unbiuts'd by popular Clatdur, I Im 
quite ave to ts Miſrepfeſcötatzons, 
and diſdain any Means | | 
to diftteſs Tou; Whtrefore 441 Gh 


You no Hitt; 1 hope I all give _ 
You no Offence, in ſpeaking with 
that Freedom which is attach'd to 
the Birth-right of a Briton, when 
accompany'd with the Duty to his 
King and Countty, and a becoming 
Reſ pect to their Miniſter. 


I wiſh with all my Soul, Sir, that 
the Convention had been ſueh 4s to 
have deſerved univerſal Approba 
tion; but in my humble Omen 
Mr. Keene deſerves Cenfurs for cke 
Preamble to it. We were Complai- 
nants, we were Demanders of Satiſ- 
faction for the moſt atrocious At- 
fronts, che greateſt Injuries that, per- 

haps, 


„ 
haps, any one independent Nation 
had ever receiued from another; and 
after fruitleſs Treaties, after nume- 
rous, tedious Negotiations to no Pur- 
poſe, We arm'd at a vaſt Expence 
to obtain that Satisfaction for the 
numberleſs Robberies committed up- 
on Us by the Spaxiards, which had 
been ſo long and ſo infolently de- 
nied to our Sollicitations and Entrea- 
ties; We arm'd, I fay, to obtain 
that SatisfaQtion, and to vindicate 
the Honour of our infulted Country, 
and therefore the Preamble to the 
Convention ought to have been 
couch'd in a Stile ſuitable to the Oc- 
caſion, inſtead of obliquely giving 
the Lye, in the Face of all Europe, 
to the Reſolutions of both Houſes of 
Parliament, and their reſpective Ad- 
dreſſes to our Sovereign. Where 
ag, ſays the Preamble, Differences 
© have ariſen, between the two 
©« Crowns of Great Britain and 
| cc Sp ain, 


* Spatx, on Account of the Viſit- 
ing, Searching, and Taking of 
Veſſels, the Seizing of Effects, 
the Regulating of Limits, and o- 
ther Grievances alledged on each 
Side, as well in the Wes Indies, 
*« as elſewhere, Sc. Here, Sir, 
permit me to obſerve that Differences. 
is a very ſoft, a very tender Word, 
indeed, for Plunders, Robberies, Im- 
priſonments and Murders. Permit 
me likewiſe to obſer ve further, that 
the Searching and Taking ef Veſſels, 
and the Seizing of Effects, ſeem to 
have been but the Conſe quences of 
Viſiting, as the Word is placed in 
this Preamble and the Finding con- 
traband Goods on board. This at firſt, 
Sight diſculps the Spanrards, throws 
all the Fault upon Britons, makes 
Us guilty of carrying on an illicit 
Trade, and gives the World to un- 
derſtand that we have been unjuſt, 


both in our Complaints and our Con- 
duct. 


(9) 
duct. The Words, © and other 
* Grievances alledged on each Side 
* as well in the Vet-Indies, as 
** elſewhere, &:c.” I apprehend too 
are very far from being to our Ad- 
vantage; on each Side, may be 
conſtrued that Damages were equal 
on both Sides; that the Spaniards 
bad as good a Right to complain of 
FT Injuries and demand Satisfaction as 
We had; and, conſequently, that 
the Noiſe We made about our Loſ- 
ſes was a Clamour as unjuſtifyable 


as our Trade was illicit. If fo, Sir, 


what becomes of the Reſolutions and 
Addreſſes of the Legiſlature, and his 
Z Majeſty's moſt gracious and heroick 
Z Anſwers to Them? Regulating of 
Limits and elſewhere, are alſo Words 
of a large Extent; they prognoſti- 
X cate no great Succeſs to Us in a fu- 
ture Treaty, and may as well ſquint 
at Port-Mahon, Gibraltar and Fa- 
maica, as at Georgia. I may, per- 


B hap 


| ( 10”) 
| haps, be ſingular in my Opinion; I 
with I may be ſo; but had I been 
in Mr. Keene's Place, I would as 
ſoon have parted with my Right 
Hand, as have ſign'd ſuch a Pream- 
ble; or, indeed, any Preamble that 
was not to the following Purport. 

« WHEREAS the Governors of 
ic the Havanna, Porto-Rico, and o- 
* ther Places in the Spaniſh Wef- 
* Indies, have, contrary to the In- 
«« tentions of his Catholick Majeſty, 
« and in Violation of the Treaties 
« ſubſiſting between between the 
ce two Crowns of Great Britain and 
« Spain, commiſſionꝰd Guarda Coftas 
ce to cruize on all Britiſb Ships ſail- 
«« ing to and from Great Britain and 
cc her American Colonies; and 
« whereas the ſaid Guarda Coftas 
* have, contrary to the above Trea- 
te ties and the Law of Nations, ſeiz- 
« ed and made Prize of ſeveral 


* Britih Ships on the high Seas, 
* and 


(#1) 


„ and alfo treated the Commanders 


* and Crews of the ſaid Ships with 
%a Barbarity never before practiſed 
among civilized Nat ions, nor ever 
«© known amoſt the moſt cruel Bar- 
% barians, to the great Damage 
of the Merchants of Great Bri- 
e tain, to the Stagnation of their 
*© Trade, and to the high Diſhonour 
* of the FBritih Nation. And 
* whereas the King of Great Bri- 
** Zain, through his paternal Aﬀec- 


ce tion to his Subjects and the Pro- 


* tection he owes Them, by his 
* kingly Office, and from a juſt Re- 
* gard to his own perſonal Honour 
and the Dignity of his Crown, has 
** cauſed the manifold Depredations, 
% Plunders, Murders, Impriſonments 
«© and other Cruelties, Barbarities, 
* and Injuſtices committed by the 
« Spaniſh Governors and Guarda 
Cc Coftas, on the Effects and Perſons 


© of his faid Subjects to be repre- 


B 2 cc ſented” 


* 


(12) 


« ſented to, his Catholick Majeſty, 
* with Demand of immediate Satiſ- 
« faction for the ſame ; and his Ca- 


cc 


cc 
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cc 
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cc 
«c 
Fi 
86 C 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
c 


cc 
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tholick Majeſty, through his 
known Equity and Juftice, and 
Abhorrence of ſuch barbarous 
Proceedings in his Subjects, be- 
ing diſpoſed not only to give the 
ſaid Satisfaction, and ample Secu- 
rity and Inſults for the future, but 
to ſhew the brotherly Affection 
he has for his Britannicł Majeſty, 
as well as Regard for the Honour 


of the Britih Nation, and mani- 


teſt the Sincerity of his Intentions 
to prevent an open Rupture be- 
tween the two Crowns; for theſe 
Reaſous his Majeſty the King of 
Great Britain, and his Majeſty 
the King of Spain have, &c.” A 


Preamble of this Nature, Sir, would 
have become a Nation poſſeſſed of 
two hundred Men of War, and ſuch 


a 


Preamble it is not to be doubted 
but 


(13) 


but Mr. Keene had Inſtruct ions to in- 


ſiſt upon, and which it is as little to 


be doubted was refuſed by Spain, 
through the under- hand Inſtigations 
of France. 

I am ſo thoroughly perſuaded that 
You have not only Bowels for your 
Country, but Talents to ſerve Her 
effectually, though ſome ſanguine 
Writers will not allow that you 
have have either; this, I ſay, I am 
ſo thoroughly perfuaded of, that I 
am morally ſure nothing has been 
wanting on your Side, as far as the 
almoſt inſuperable Obſtacle you met 
with, would give you Leave to exert 
yourſelf, But alas! Sir, thoſe Ob- 
ſtacles, by the Principle of which I 
mean the Artifices and underhand 
Intrigues of France, will always ex- 
iſt, except you reſolve to rouſe up 
all that is worthy and great in you, 
and courageouſly determine to break 
through them. When you take that 

Reſolu- 
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( 14 ) 


Reſolution, fo worthy of yourſelf, 
fo worthy of a Miniſter of Great Bri- 
tain, I dare to venture to pronounce 
you triumphant. As the Lyon in 
the Toils ſtood in need of the Aﬀi- 


ſtance of the Mouſe, I ſhall humbly 


make you an offer of mine in ſuch 
practicable Advice as with your Ap- 
probation can hardly fail to diſintan- 
gle your Country, bring down the 
Haughtineſs of Spain, and turn the 
Tables once more upon France. But 
previous ' to that Advice, give me 
Leave, Sir, to Offer a Word or 
two concerning the Conduct of the 
Court of Verſailles, and to quit the 
Convention without preſuming to 
meddle with any of the Articles of 
it. 

Ir you have been reprehenſible in 
any Part of your Conduct, as to fo- 
reign Affairs, You have been in no- 
thing more ſo than in the Confidence 


you have had in the Faith and Ho- 
nour 


615) 


nour of the French Court. Candid, 
grateful and ſincere in yourſelf, you 
thought the French Miniſter would 
_ repay you with equal Candour, Sin- 
cerity and Gratitude ; this indeed 
would have been but natural for you 
to expect, if Hiſtory for near eleven 
Centuries, had not warn'd you thac 
no Truſt is to be repoſed in the Gra- 
titude or Honour of the French Mi- 
niſters and their Monarchs. France 
has had but ane Charlemagne, but 
one St. Louis, and but one Charles 
the th. in all the Courſe of her Mo- 
narchy. I am therefore afraid that 
your Credulity and good Opinion of 
Her has made your Country her 
Dupe 3 and if we are become ſo, we 
muſt now implore your utmoſt En- 
dea vour to ſhield Us from her De- 
ſigus, and that Power to which your 
Conduct, tho' without any ill In- 
tention on your Side, has contribu- 


ted to raiſe Her. 
ps IF 
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Ir France has defign'd Us no Evil 


fince the happy Acceſſion of the au- 


guſt Houſe of Hanover to the Crown 
of Great Britain, how came the 
preſent French King to take upon 
himſelf to promiſe King Pbilip to 
procure him the Reſtoration of Gib- 
raltar? That Louis 15th promiſed 
ſuch a Thing, is evident from his 
own * Manifeſto publiſh'd at Paris 


the gth of January, 1719, N. S. 


and I think it is as evident that, af- 
ter ſuch a Piece of —— what ſhall I 
call it, Sir in preſuming to 
promiſe any Part of our Dominions 
to another Prince, Britain ought to 
have kept the French Court at Arms- 


Length, inſtead of chiming in with, 


or 


* The Words are, his Majeſty's Promiſe to procure 
Him the Reſtoration of Gibraltar, whzch ſo ſznfibly 
touches the whole Spaniſh Nation, and which ber 
King bas fo earneſtly deſired of a long Time. 
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89775 
or at leaſt permitting the Progreſs of 
choſe Meaſures that have, Tice the 
Death bf Queen Ant, cöntributed 
to the preſeht bvergrowrn ſnöfiſtrous 
Power of France. FR 


Ix France has deſign'd Us no Evil 
ſince the Death of Queen Hine; why 
did ſhe, in Violation of that fo much, 
by the Daily Gazetteer Writers, cty- 
ed-out-againſt Treaty of Utrecht, o- 


pen the Harbour of Duni, and 


put it in a Conditiof to receive 
Ships of 40 ot 50 Gutis ? And why 
did Great Britain indolently and 
tatnely ſuffer ſo glaring à Violation 
of one of the very beft Articles of 
the Treaty of Utrecht ? 


Ir France has no Evil in Petto 
for Us and the Proteſtant Religion, 
why is ſhe endeavouring to defeat 
the King of Pru/ia of his Right to 
the Dutchy of Fulrers and Bergne ft 

C A 
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And why is ſhe putting herſelf to 
what would be otherwiſe a needleſs, 


and, indeed, very uſeleſs Expence in 
making a Harbour at Gravelines, in 
adding new Fortifications to Boulogne, 
and 1n fortifying and enlarging the 
Port of Cherbourg? If ſhe has no la- 
tent Deſigns againſt Britain, why is 
ſhe fortifying ſo many Frontiers at 
once juſt oppoſite to Us? 


Ir France has no Deſigns againſt 
our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment, why 
has ſhe enter'd into a Treaty of Sub- 
ſidy with Sweden, which will coſt 


her Nine Millions of Livres, in or- 


der to keep that Crown from enter- 
ing into any Treaty for Ten Vears 
to come, with any Power in Europe, 
by which is principally meant Great 


Britain, without the Conſent of 


France? And why ſhe has been 
leaving no Stone unturn'd to bring 


Denmark to accept of the like Sub- 
ſidy 


} 
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(19) 
ſidy upon the like Conditions? Are 
theſe Meaſures any Tokens of Friend- 


ſhip to Us; or are they not rather 


Prognoſticks of ſome ſudden Miſ- 
chief deſign'd againſt our Country, 
when France has ſecured all our an- 
tient Allies to herſelf, or at leaſt 
wean'd them from Us? With 
this View is ſhe not alſo endeavour- 
ing, with all her uſual Arts and In- 
trigues, to get Ruſſia into an Alli- 


ance with her? If the ſucceeds ſhe 


doubles our Difficulties. 


OuR News Papers tell Us that 
France is likewiſe making a Treaty 
with Spain for the reciprocal Secu- 
rity of their Trade and Navigation 
in America; can You then, Sir, if 
this News be true, have a clearer 
Demonſtration that the Intrigues of 
Verſailles have clogg'd all your Ne- 
gociations at Madrid for obtaining 
Satisfaction for our plunder'd Mer- 

C2 chants» 
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chants, future Security for our 
Trade, and Reparation of Honour 
for our inſulted Country? No, Sir, 
you cannot; France has clogg'd all 
your Meaſures, and traverſed every 
Step of your Conduct for the Inte- 
reſt of Britain, even when you were 
obliging her moſt. But in the Re- 
turn ſhe has all along made you, ſhe 
has not been more ungrateful, nor 
more unjuſt to you and Great Bri- 
tain than the has been to all other 
Perſons and States that ever have 
been ſerviceable to her. Naples, S:- 
cily in general and the facrificed 
People of Meſſina in particular, C- 
prus, Grnoa, Poland, Metz in Lor- 
rain, Ireland, King James I. the 
Duke of Mantua, and a Multitude 
of other illuſtrious Perſons and Places 
are ſtanding Monuments of her Per- 
hdy and Ingratitude, and will re- 
main ſo to the lateſt Poſterity. Pi- 
late, who Hiſtorians ſay, was a 

Frenchman 


(21) 
Frenchman ( that is, born in the 
Country . now call'd France) put the 
Queſtion to Our Lord Jesvs CHRIST 
vid eft Veritas? But did not ſtay 
for an Anſwer ; which was ſuffici- 
ent to ſhew that his Countrymen of 
old had not the -leaſt Acquaintance 
with Truth, and that he had as lit- 
tle Deſire to know her as any of 
them. His wafhing his Hands de- 
monſtrated that he had been a ſhuft- 
fling Raſcal ab Origine; and I know 
a certain modern Miniſter, who per- 
haps, by Way ef Imitation, is al- 
ways rubbing his Hands over one 
another and ſmiling moſt graciouſly 
when he is promiling any Thing 
he never intends to perform, and 
negociating with a Deſign to de- 
celve. 


Six, when I think how France has 
_ uſed you, how ſhe has abuſed your 


but too fatally good Opinion of her ; 
I 
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] can hardly keep within the Bounds 
of Patience. You know beft, indeed, 
what Advances, what Proffers of 
her good Offices ſhe made to you, for 
accommodating Matters between 
Great Britain and Spain, when ſhe 
ſaw the Reſentment of Britons be- 
ginning to kindle into Rage at the 
daily Wrongs they received, and 
the haughty, the affected Delays of 
the Spaniſh Court to give them Satiſ- 
faction. Theſe Things, I ſay, you 
are certainly the beſt Judge of; but 
the whole Britiſßh Nation may now 
eaſily perceive that while the French 
pretended to the Office of Mediators, 
they practiſed that of Sowers of Con- 
tention, and took the Opportunity of 
our arming, to make a Marriage 
between the Infant Don Prairie and 
the eldeſt Daughter of Louis the 
15th, if not likewiſe another be- 
tween the Dur H and the eldeſt 
Infanta of Spain. Thoſe Marriages 

threaten 


(23) 
threaten Us with the moſt dangerous 
Conſequences. The. eldeſt Madame 
of France is to arrive in Spain be- 
fore the Expiration of the eight 
Months allow'd for our Treaty, now 
begun I ſuppoſe, with the Catholick 
Court ; and then every Man may 
guefs how the Treaty is likely to 


go. 
Ir but the firſt of thoſe Marriages 


takes Place, the Treaty may ſpin out 
not only eight Months, but likewiſe 
until the Deſigns of France and Spain 
againſt Us are ripe for Execution. 
Beſides, Sir, it is eaſy to foreſee, by 
that Marriage, that the Duke of 
Lorrain is not to continue long Great 
Duke of Tu/cany, nor the Emperor 
to hold the Poſſeſſion of Parma and 
Placentia. No, Sir, thoſe three 
Dutchies will, in all human Appear- 
ance, fall to the ſhare of Don Ppi lip, 
and very probably be erected into a 

King- 
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( 24 ) 
Kingdom, for the greater Gratdetir 
of the eldeſt Madame of France. Nay, 


Sir, his Imperial Majeſty will alſs, 
in all Probability be ſtript of + A- 


lanezt too, if another Marriagq takes 
Place that is talk'd of, bétween 
the ſecond Madame of France and 
the King of Sardinia's eldeſt Son; 
the Conſequence of all which will 
be the putting the Emperor further 
out of Condition of being an uſe- 
ful Ally to Great Britain upoti atiy 
future Occaſion ; to which the Tur- 
kiſþ War, . kept up by 
France, under the Mask of a pte- 
tended Mediation, will further con- 
tribute. And yet this is not all the 
Damage we are to expect from 
thoſe Marriages, or even the firſt of 
them; a total Prohibition of our 
Trade to the greateſt Part of 1taly 


will immediately follow, if we don't 
patiently ſubmit to the Search and 


Seizure of our Ships by the Spaniſb 


Guarda 
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Guarda Coflas in the American Seas, 
and the Confiſcation of them by the 
Courts of Judicature in the Spaniſh 
Weſt-Indies; or if We don't in Time 
exert that Strength, of which our 
Situation and the Products of theſe 
Iſlands and the Seas that ſurround 
them have ftill left Us Maſters, not- 
withſtanding all loft Opportunities, 
and all paſt Errors. 


A late Datch Mail tells Us, in 
the Artitle from Madrid, that the 
Spaniſh King ſent Orders to all his 
Sea Ports in Spain, for an Account 
of the Number of Seamen belong- 
ing to them, and that their Num- 
ber, after an exact Enquiry, was 
found to amount to 30,000 ; of 
which I may venture to affiem that 
Half are natural born Subjects of 
Britain. The ſame Mail further 


ſays, that the Spaniards are fitting 
D out 


(26) 
out a Fleet at Cadiz with all poſ- 


fible Expedition. But what Service 
can it be for, Sir, except againſt 


Tuſcany, if you are ſure of the In- 


tentions of Spain to grant that fu- 
ture Security to our Trade and Na- 
vigation in America, which not on- 
ly our Honour, but even our Pre- 
ſer vation obliges Us to infiſt upon, 
let the Expence, or even the Dan- 
ger be never ſo great? It is better 
to die like Men, with our Swords in 
our Hands, than to negociate our- 
ſelves into the wretched, the deſpi- 
cable Condition of being trampled 
upon and treated as Slaves, by a 
Nation, that, notwithſtanding all 
their Pride and Inſolence, never 
were, nor ever can be a Match for 
Us but through our own Fault, 
whether that Fault proceeds from 
Infatuation, or from the greater 
Curle Corruption, 


A 


(9) 


A ſafe and honourable Peace I 
am afraid you can never expect from 
Spain, without the Mediation of 
Blows, as long as the Intrigues of 
France can prevent it. Spain, in- 
deed, ſeems to liſten to Terms of 
Accommodation, and has even ſign- 
ed a Convention ; but, Sir, may not 
this poſſibly be all Grimace on her 
Side? Does ſhe not want to get 
Home her Aſogues Ships and her 
Galleons, in which the Wool of 
Great Britain and Ireland has given 
the French the be Share? When 
they arrive, which I dare venture 
to ſay will be before the Treaty is 
finiſt'd, you may perhaps hear her 
change her Note. 


Give me Leave, Sir, to conclude 
in reminding you, that Louis XV. 
not only promiſed, but engaged 

D 2 himſelf 


(28) 
himſelf to obtain for the King of 
Spain the Reſtitution of Gibraltar ; 
theſe, Sir, are the very Words of 
the French King's Manife#o ; but up- 
on what Grounds he made fo unpre- 
cedented a Promiſe, and enter'd in- 
to fo ſurprizing an Engagement, I 
ſhall not enquire. The Promiſe is 
made, the Engagement is enter'd 
into, the King of Spain will always 
inſiſt upon the Performance of them, 
and the French King has likewiſe an 
Intereſt to perform them if poſſible; 
becauſe he then removes the great 
Bar which the Treaty of Utrecht 
put to the Junction of the Toulon and 
Breft Squadrons, which is one of the 
beſt Things that ever hath been done 
for Britain. This Promiſe of the 
French King is indeed, Sir, a knotty 
Point; and (I repeat it once more) 


my humble Opinion is, that we can 
have no ſolid Peace with Spain, let her 
ſign 


| 
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ſign never ſo many Conventions and 


Treaties as long as Gibraltar remains 
in our Hands, or until we bravely 
declare to her, by the Mouths of 
our Cannon, that Britain is now re- 
ſol ved to bury herſelf in her own 
Ruins rather than either ingloriouſ- 
ly part with Gibraltar or baſely ſub- 
mit to Depredations or Inſults, 


through any Conſide rations whatſo- 


ever. 


As I have bus with the Freedom 
of a Briton, and, I hope, with the 
good Manners of a Gentleman, gi- 
ven you my Opinion of the preſent 
Situation of our Affairs; I ſhall in 
my next, if you pleaſe to permit 
me, give you my Advice how to 
raiſe your Conntry again to that Fi- 
gure in Europe which the made in 
the moſt glorious Part of the Reign 
of Queen Ane. 
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I nave the Honour to be with 
ſincere Wiſhes for your Preſervation, 
and profound Reſpect for your Per- 


ſon, 


SIX, 
Dur moſt humble, 
moſt obedient, 
moſt ee” Servant, 


7 02 4 » 
Gray»;-Tnn, SBP 
March 12, 1739. b 1 
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CALEB DANVERS. 
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